
EDUCATION



The Specialty Coffee Association (SCA) is 
a non-profit organization that represents 
thousands of coffee professionals, from 
producers to baristas all over the world.

Administered by the SCA and taught by 
Authorized SCA Trainers (ASTs), the Coffee 
Sustainability Program (CSusP) offers 
education for every stage of your career.



COFFEE 
SUSTAINABILITY 

PROGRAM
KNOWLEDGE 
FOR EVERY STAGE 
OF YOUR CAREER

As expectations for greater transparency and 
corporate responsibility grow in the industry, 
companies are rapidly increasing the size of their 
sustainability teams and seeking knowledgeable, 
experienced leaders to forge their path forward.   
SCA’s Coffee Sustainability Program is designed  
to prepare learners to become competitive in  
this growing job field.  

HOW IT 
WORKS
SCA’s Coffee Sustainability Program
(CSusP) offers three levels of education. 
Choose the levels that best meet your 
education and career needs.  



FOUNDATION COURSE
The program’s first course covers the major sustainability issues facing 
the coffee industry today and offers baseline knowledge of what the 
term ‘sustainability’ means, how it is connected to power dynamics, 
current and historical events and practices, as well as a variety of 
coffee projects.  The course is designed to have broad applications and 
appeal for people new to coffee, or people who have been in coffee 
for a long time and want a better grasp on sustainability in the value 
chain.  Learners can expect to take away the skills and knowledge they 
need to begin to make meaningful change within their own company 
or prepare to participate in the intermediate or professional courses.

INTERMEDIATE COURSE
The intermediate course introduces learners to global sustainability 
challenges and prepares learners to begin thinking analytically about 
the role they want to play in the sector. Through exploring a variety of 
initiatives within the coffee supply chain, participants will develop the 
ability to better assess several current sustainability goals, practices, 
and measures of success, and critically analyze the major issues facing 
specialty coffee in the twenty-first century.  As part of the curriculum 
of this program, learners will develop a preliminary plan to move 
forward on a sustainability initiative within their own context.  

PROFESSIONAL COURSE
The professional level course offers an intensive, practical experience 
in which learners design, carry out, and assess their own sustainability 
project in accordance with their individual, organizational, or business 
goals and capabilities. The course is designed to be taught over a 
period of several months, with in-class sessions (online or in-person). 
Learners are also required to seek mentors for their work at this level. 
By completing the professional level, students will be able to identify 
measures of accountability, success, and progress within sustainability 
projects and programs. They will engage extensively with current 
debates, policies, and practices of sustainability throughout multiple 
points of the value chain. In addition, the professional course prepares 
students to serve as advocates for intelligent sustainability research, 
project, or business programming across the coffee industry by making 
educated choices about trade-offs, sustainability costs, and concepts. 
Upon passing the professional level, students are expected to serve as 
mentors for future students also taking the professional level course.

1 MODULE
3 LEVELS

CAREERS BY 
COURSE LEVEL

FOUNDATION LEVEL
This course is ideal for coffee professionals who are interested 
in growing their knowledge of sustainability to become better 
stewards of sustainability within their current role or company 
or develop new skills to help support existing initiatives or goals.  
Anyone working in coffee would benefit from this course.

INTERMEDIATE LEVEL
The intermediate course is ideal for coffee professionals 
who are currently working in a sustainability-focused role or 
leading a sustainability initiative for their company, as well 
as future leaders interested in developing the skills needed 
to launch and manage projects. 

PROFESSIONAL LEVEL
The professional course is designed for leaders in 
the field of sustainability and experience at the 
management level. Learners completing this course 
will have the training and knowledge required to serve 
as a company Sustainability Director or a non-profit 
Program Manager, as well as to advocate effectively 
for sustainability in the broader coffee industry.  



CSusP courses are administered by SCA and 
taught by Authorized SCA Trainers (ASTs) in 
locations around the world. ASTs are coffee 
professionals who use their knowledge and 
training skills to deliver CSusP courses. 

Visit sca.coffee/education 
to find a course near you.

Questions? We’re here to help.
Email us at education@sca.coffee

REGISTER FOR 
YOUR FIRST 
COURSE TODAY



PRICING
Your AST will usually charge a fee for the educational 
courses you take leading up to the certificate. 
The course fee will reflect its length, skills level, 
and the costs involved in running it, and is at the 
discretion of the AST. 

SCA charges a fee for administering the exam and 
awarding the certificates. Pricing for each level 
is listed below.

SCA MEMBERS NON-MEMBERS

INTRODUCTION
TO COFFEE

FOUNDATION

INTERMEDIATE

PROFESSIONAL

70EUR/84USD

70EUR/84USD

125EUR/150USD

215EUR/256USD

70EUR/84USD

70EUR/84USD

205EUR/246USD

305EUR/365USD

All prices are subject to amendment by the SCA

LEVEL PRICE OF CERTIFICATION
(COURSES PRICED INDIVIDUALLY)



sca.coffee   education@sca.coffee


